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NOTICE TO MEMBERS:  

Greetings Members: 

Our Post has been closed off and on since 18 March 
2020.  We will re-open Post 828 on 2 April 2021 at 
4:00 pm.  

On 21 September 2020, we reopened the post as a 
restaurant under GA-28 with special consideration by 
the TABC.  Under GA-28, 51% of our revenue must 
come from non-alcoholic products (monitored by 

TABC). Reopening our post is not just a simple 
matter of walking up to door and inserting the key. By 
CDC guidelines for businesses, we will have to clean 
and disinfect and give special attention to plumbing 
because we have not been open for an extended 
time.  We need the help of the members with the 
following: 

• Cleaning and disinfecting the post 

• Food preparation 

• Building maintenance 

• Lawn and ground Care  

• CDC procedures for reopening 

We are in the process of developing a schedule for 
volunteers to select time slots for there selected 

tasks.  Before we can open, we will need to clean and 
restock the post for 2 April 
2021.   

 

 

Our current funding situation does not allow us to hire 
staff to clean and provide grounds maintenance.   

 

 

 

(19 February 2021) At the Fall Department Executive 
Committee and Mid-Winter DEC Conference several 
procedural changes have been made that will impact 
the way we do business: 

(1) Virtual Meetings:  During times of State-wide 
and National health crisis: We are allowed to 
conduct virtual meetings with voting.   

(2) Resolution 19 - American Legion Riders 
(ALR) Guidelines:  Can only be Chairman, Vice 
Chairman, Director, and or Assistant Director 
(No presidents/vice presidents OR 
Commander/Vice Commander) 

(3) Resolution 34 – Direct Membership Solicita-
tion (DMS) Program Update 

i. Once successfully recruited, DMS members 
are assigned to the Home State HQ Post 

ii. National will keep dues for two renewal 
cycles unless member is reassigned to local 
post – Expect a push from Department to get 
345 members transferred to a post. 

(4) Resolution 35 - Insurance Requirements:   

i. The American Legion, via insurance 
policies, protect itself, and its Tradenames, 
from liability  

ii. National requires Post Liability Insurance 
policy must “… insurance policy shall 
specifically in the insurance policy hold The 
American Legion harmless and named as an 
additional insured on any, and all, insurance 
policies, 
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iii. Department are strongly urged to direct that 
Post Liability Insurance policy must “… 
insurance policy shall specifically in the 
insurance policy hold The American Legion 
(Department of Texas) harmless and named 
as an additional insured on any, and all, 

insurance policies. 

iv. Gives Department Adjutants to investigate 
compliance with National and Department 
guidelines.  

(5) Spouses of Female Veterans are allowed to 
join the American Legion Auxiliary   

i. The Department of Texas Auxiliary CBL 
has been changed to reflect this change. 

 

 

A special thanks to the following members for their 
donations: 

• Commander Al Alford  

• 1st Vice Commander John Rogers 

• 2nd Vice Commander Glenn Robinson  

• Adjutant Calvin Bateman   

• Finance Officer Jerry Farmer 

• Chaplain Pat Wimberly 

• Judge Advocate Burrell Parmer 

• Service Officer Willie Watson Sr. 

• Sgt-at-Arms Fernando Rover 

• Hubmaster Pam Oliver 

• Executive Committee Placement #1 Thomas 
Hadley 

• Executive Committee Placement #2: 
Ricardo “Major” Allen 

• Auxiliary Historian Joyce Williams & 
Legionnaire Carlos Williams  

• Auxiliary Ida Allen 

• Auxiliary & Bar Manager Sarah Kemper 

• SAL Commander Thomas “Bubba” Tyler 

• SAL DJ Bossman (Lee Johnson) 

• SAL Rodney Watson 

• SAL Eddie Robinson 

• Legionnaire Bill Merrill & Auxiliary  
Taunya Spells  

• Legionnaire Renee Pate-Hadley 

• Legionnaire Calvin Young   

• Legionnaire Jerome Harris 

• Auxiliary Joye Rice 

• Auxiliary President Delores DeVaul   

• Auxiliary Lois Oliver 

• Auxiliary Linda F. Vallery 

• Legionnaire Patricia Reed  

• Legionnaire Ron Adams 

• Legionnaire Jim Young 

• Legionnaire Jerry Mitchell 

• Legionnaire Johnnie Shepherd 

• Legionnaire Isaic Reid 

• Legionnaire Otto Usher   

• Legionnaire Lannette Mackritis   

• Auxiliary Reba Bennett   

• Auxiliary Sharon Hardeman 

• Legionnaire Robert Allen   

• Legionnaire Robert Oliver   

• Legionnaire Rodney Watson   

• Legionnaire Rogers Reece 

• Legionnaire Donald Smothers  

• Legionnaire Lannette Mackritus   

• Auxiliary Pam Money   

• Legionnaire Woodrow &  
Auxiliary Rosa Wilson 

• Legionnaire William “Killer” Martin 

• Auxiliary Linda Moore 

• Auxiliary Janice Flowers 

• Auxiliary Theresa Walker  

• Auxiliary Portia Waiters 

• Legionnaire Deborah Leonard 

• Legionnaire Randall Christian 

• Legionnaire Pam Oliver  

• Legionnaire De Ivory Hall 

• Legionnaire Grady Robinson   

• Legionnaire Keith Toney 

Post 828 Monthly Organizational  

• Sons of The American (SAL) 
Squadron 828  

• American Legion Auxiliary Unit 828 

• 828 Pool Team 
 
 

•  

(21 September 2020): Post 828 Reopening will include 

the following procedures (until further notice):  

• Individuals are expected to wear masks while 

in the post and maintain social distancing. We 

Post 828 COVID-19 Procedures  

COVID-19 Donors 
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need to enforce strict social distancing 

protocols. 

• Members seated at a table with have no more 

than 4 people per table and must be 6 feet apart  

• Hand sanitizers will be at the door entry 

• The post will allow up to 50% of our occupancy 

capacity (112 patrons maximum).  Once the city 

allows a higher occupancy rate, we will adjust 

accordingly.  Due to limitation on occupancy 

rate, current (paid up) members have the priority 

for admission to post.  Members are allowed 1 

guest per member with strict compliance to sign 

in.  Guests cannot add up to more than 10% of 

the occupancy rate. Please limit your guests to 

allow accommodating current members. 

• We will put full security measures in place 

requiring our members to use the pin code or 

fingerprint to get in post [this will help limit 

patrons].  We will assign a member of the 

Executive Committee or other members to count 

entry and exit by Patrons.  Members should 

have their cards with them at all time when 

visiting the post.  If no Executive Member is 

present, bartenders will be required to check 

membership cards.  

• We are implementing policies to ensure working 

staff are symptom-free and at low risk for 

previous exposure to COVID-19.  

• We encourage the SAL and Auxiliary to start 

doing monthly virtual meetings – We will start 

monthly meetings after COVID-19 codes allow 

more than 10 people to gather 

Note these hours are subject to change due to 
changes in the occupancy rate, economic 
considerations, and post policy). 

▪ Monday: 4:00 pm – 12:00 am 
▪ Friday:  4 pm – 12:00 am 
▪ Saturday: 4 pm – 11:00 pm 

 
 

 

(28 February 2021) In today’s world of uncertainty, 
things like natural disasters, potential acts of 

terrorism, nuclear, biological, and chemical warfare, 
it is best to be prepared for any eventuality.  The 
recent winter storm with accompanying power and 
water outage is a prime example of how the 
“unexpected” can catch us all off guard. 

Consider an emergency kit containing all of the 
things that you and your family may need during an 
emergency in which you may have to stay inside for 
longer than usual or the electricity could go out. 

(1) ASSEMBLE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO CREATE A 

KIT FOR YOU HOME, OFFICE, OR VEHICLE  

• Water – One Gallon per person per day  

• Food – nonperishable, easy-to-prepare items 

(minimum 3 day supply) (e.g., dried fruit, canned 

tuna fish, peanut butter, etc.) 

• Flashlight and extra batteries 

• Battery-powered or hand-crank radio (NOAA 

Weather Radio, if possible) 

• Extra batteries 

• Manual can opener 

• Mess kits, paper plates, plastic cups, utensils 

• First aid kit (whistle, antibiotic ointment, 

bandages, face masks, gloves, and reference 

book) 

• Medications (At least a two-week supply of 

prescription medicines for each family member, 

including medicine name, dose, pharmacy 

name and number, and doctor’s name and 

number) 

• Non-prescription medicines, such as pain 

relievers, anti-diarrhea medicine, antacids and 

laxatives 

Prepare Yourself for Natural and  
Other Disasters 

Revised Post Hours  
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• Multipurpose supplies (wrench, pliers, plastic 

sheet, duct tape, scissors, matches) 

• Matches in a waterproof container or re-sealable 

plastic bag 

• Sanitation/personal hygiene items and bleach 

Toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, and hand 

sanitizer) 

• Cell phone with charger, extra battery, and solar 

charger (include hand held chargers as well) 

• Copies of personal documents (mediation list 

and pertinent medial information, proof of 

address, deed/lease to home, passports, birth 

certificates, insurance policies 

• Family disaster plan (family and emergency 

contact numbers) 

• Extra Cash or traveler’s checks  

• Emergency blankets, extra clothes, sleeping 

bags (1 for each person) 

• Map(s) of the area 

• Consider the needs of all family members and 

add items to your KIT accordingly (suggested 

items) 

• Specific medical supplies (e.g., hearing 

aids/extra batteries, glasses, contact lenses, 

syringes, cane, etc.) 

• Baby supplies (e.g., bottles, formula, baby food, 

diapers, etc.) 

• Games and activities for children (or adults) 

• Pet supplies (e.g., collar, leash, ID, food, carrier, 

bowl) 

• Two-way radio 

• Extra set of car keys and house keys  

• Cell phone and chargers (include hand held 

chargers as well)  

(23 February 2020) – Legionnaire Jerry Cheatom 
(LTC, US Army, Ret) –  

Legionnaire Jerry Cheatom has been a very active 
member of Post 828 participating in our Children 
and Youth Programs, Scholarship Committee, Boys 

State and Girls State.  He was instrumental in 
raising over $13,000 for our Boys State and Girls 
State programs.   

Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Jerry Wayne Cheatom 
is a three-year Army ROTC Scholarship recipient 
was commissioned a second lieutenant of Infantry in 
May 76 from Arkansas State University.  LTC 
(Retired) Jerry Cheatom earned a Bachelor’s degree 
from Arkansas State University (Printing 
Technology), Masters Degrees from Kansas State 
University (Adult Education), and Trinity University 
(Educational Leadership), and a Doctorate from 
University of Texas at San Antonio (Educational 
Leadership).  LTC Cheatom’s active duty 
assignments were : Platoon Leader, Company B, 
and Executive Officer, Company C (Airborne) , 1st 
Battalion Sixty Infantry, Ft Richardson AK; Battalion 
Adjutant, 1st Battalion Eighteenth  Infantry, and 
Operations Officer  and Company Commander US 
Army Retraining Brigade, Ft Riley Kansas;  
Operations Officer, US Army Combat Developments 
Experimentation  Center and  S-3, Third Battalion 
Ninth Infantry Regiment Ft Ord California;   S-3, Task 
Force 3-9 Infantry Multi-National Forces and 
Observers, Sharm El Shake,  Egypt; Chief Maneuver 
Branch, US Army Readiness Group, Ft Douglas, UT; 
Space Surveillance  Commander, Space Defense 
Commander, and Chief Training Evaluations 
Standardization and Exercises, US Space 
Command, Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Base, CO;  
Professor of Military Science Florida A&M University, 
Tallahassee, Florida. He earned Airborne wings, 
Expert Infantryman‘s Badge, Air assault wings and 
Ranger Tab. His decorations include Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Army 
Commendation with one oak leaf cluster, Army 
Achievement with one silver oak leaf cluster, 
National Defense Service Medal, Army Service 
Ribbon, Army Overseas Service Ribbon, and 
Multinational Force and Observers Ribbon 

After retirement from active duty LTC (Ret) Cheatom 
continued to wear the uniform for eight years as 
Senior Army Instructor Theodore Roosevelt High 
School North East Independent School District. He 
removed the uniform and served as Assistant 
Principal at Roosevelt for five years and returned to 
the uniform in July 2010 as Senior Army Instructor 
Sam Houston High School, in July 2016 he was 

Member Spotlight 
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selected as Director of Army Instruction San Antonio 
Independent School District.  

LTC (Retired) Cheatom serves as a senior counselor 
for American Legion Texas Boys State, a life 
member of Fred Brock Post 828 in San Antonio, a life 
member of the 9th Infantry Manchu Association, a life 
member of Disabled Veterans, a life member of 
ROCK Inc. mentor association, and a member of the 
Bexar County Buffalo Soldiers Association. In 
addition, he is the son of a late World War II veteran 
and Past Commander of American Legion Post 446 
in El Dorado, Arkansas.           

LTC (Retired) Cheatom married Judith Liles of 
Angier, NC 40 years ago in Anchorage, AK. Jerry and 
Judi are the blessed parents of four grown 
granddaughter, and Grayson grandson). daughters 
(Keyna, Amber, Mila, and Asante) two grandchildren 
(Quinten/grandson, Camryn 

(28 February) One of the eventualities in life that 
spouses and families of veterans face is the death of 
their loved one who served America in uniform. To 
help ease the burden on loved ones, veterans can 
make preparations in advance. 

Important Records:  

The first step is to make certain the family has easy 
access to important documents such as: 

• The veteran’s discharge certificate (DD form 
214). 

• VA documents, if any, indicating a VA claim 
number. 

• A copy of all marriage certificates and divorce 
decrees (if any previous marriages). 

• Insurance policies, including beneficiary 
designation. 

• A copy of the family will (not required for VA 
benefits). 

• Location of safety deposit boxes (not required 
by VA). 

• Business address, email address, office and cell 
phone numbers for local American Legion 
service officer. 

VA Burial and Memorial Benefits:  

Veterans who die on active duty, or with discharges 
that are other than dishonorable, are entitled by law 
to: 

• A gravesite in any national cemetery with 
available space, opening and closing of the 
grave. 

• A government headstone, marker, urn, or 
medallion in a national and/or private cemetery. 

• A government-issued U.S. flag to drape over the 
casket, and for presentation to the surviving 
spouse or next-of-kin. 

• A Presidential Memorial Certificate signed by the 
president of the United States. 

VA Burial and Memorial Benefits:  

Every eligible veteran who is entitled to burial in 
a national cemetery as long as space is available 
and the following conditions are met: 

• Veteran was discharged under conditions 
other than dishonorable. 

• Veteran was not subsequently convicted for 
offenses involving prohibited weapons of 
mass destruction, genocide and international 
terrorism. 

• With certain exceptions, service beginning 
after Sept. 7, 1980, as an enlisted person and 
service after Oct. 16, 1981, as an officer must 
have served for a minimum of 24 months or 
the full period for which the person was called 
to active duty.  For a description of require-
ments: www.cem.va.gov 

Burial benefits in a VA national cemetery include 
the following: gravesite, headstone, marker or 
medallion, opening and closing of the grave, and 
perpetual care of the grave site. Many national 
cemeteries have columbaria or gravesites for 
cremated remains. Gravesites in national 
cemeteries cannot be reserved. Many national 
cemeteries are closed to new casket interments. 
Funeral directors or others making burial 
arrangements must apply at the time of death. 

Military and Veteran Burial 
Benefits and Funeral Honors 

http://www.cem.va.gov/
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Spouses and minor children of eligible veterans 
and of servicemembers may also be buried in a 
national cemetery. If a surviving spouse of an 
eligible veteran marries a nonveteran, and 
remarriage was terminated by death or divorce 
of the non-veteran, the spouse is subsequently 
eligible for burial in a national cemetery. 

Visit the National Cemetery Administration 
website at www.cem.va.gov for a listing of all 
national cemeteries and state veterans ceme-
teries. Send questions on benefits eligibility to 
VA at public.inquiry@mail.va.gov. 

Headstones and Markers: 

VA provides headstones and markers anywhere in 
the world for the unmarked graves of veterans who 
died before Sept. 11, 2001. For the marked graves of 
veterans who died on or after Sept. 11, 2001, double 
marking is authorized. Flat bronze, flat granite, flat 
marble, upright granite and upright marble type are 
available to mark the grave in a style consistent with 
the cemetery. Niche markers are also available for 
urns. 

When burial is in a national cemetery or state 
veterans cemetery, the headstone is ordered by the 
cemetery, which will place it on the grave. When 
burial occurs in a private cemetery, the headstone 
must be applied for from VA. The headstone is then 
shipped at government expense. VA does not pay 
the cost of placing the headstone on the grave. The 
cost is borne by the veteran’s family or other party. 
These charges may be included in many prepaid 
funeral packages. VA Form 40-1330 (application for 
headstone) can be obtained from most funeral home 
directors, through veterans service officers, or 
through VA. This form may also be downloaded and 
printed out by visiting www.cem.va.gov/hmm/. 

VA rules allow for custom inscriptions on head-
stones. Belief symbols such as Christian Crosses, 
Stars of David, Islamic Crescents and others are 
available. However, VA has limited other graphics 
such as logos, military decorations and fraternal 
organization marks. The best way to assure that you 
get the desired stone or plaque is by obtaining and 
filling out VA Form 40-1330 (Application for Standard 
Government Headstone or Marker for Installation in 
a Private or State Veterans Cemetery) and filing it 

with other documents. When a spouse or child is 
buried in the same grave as a veteran, VA will have 
a contractor inscribe the reverse side of the 
headstone. Twenty-year reservists are eligible for a 
headstone or marker. 

Specific steps must be taken for authorization from 
The American Legion to affix an American Legion 
emblem onto the headstone. 

Burial Flags: 

A U.S. flag is provided, at no cost, to drape over the 
casket or accompany the urn of a deceased veteran 
who served honorably in the U. S. Armed Forces. It 
is furnished to honor the memory of a veteran’s 
military service. 

Eligibility for former members of Selected Reserves 
were added by Section 517 of Public Law 105-261. 

The flag will be issued once only for burial purposes 
and will not be replaced if lost, stolen, damaged or 
destroyed. National cemeteries with avenues of 
flags, and many state veterans cemeteries, accept 
donations of burial flags for mass display on 
Memorial Day, Veterans Day and other occasions. 
The standard issue burial flag is made of cotton and 
will not withstand continuous outdoor display. Burial 
flags may be obtained at VA regional offices, national 
cemeteries and most local post offices. Overseas, 
U.S. flags can be obtained from U.S. embassies or 
consulates VA will furnish a burial flag for veterans 
who served during wartime, died on active duty after 
May 27, 1941, who served after Jan. 31, 1955, 
peacetime veterans who were discharged or 
released before June 27, 1950, certain people who 
served in the organized military forces of the 
commonwealth of the Philippines while in service of 
the U.S. Armed Forces, and who died on or after April 
25, 1951, and certain former members of the 
Selected Reserves. 

Burial and Plot-interment Allowance  

You may be eligible for a VA burial allowance if all of 
these conditions are met: 

• You paid for a veteran’s burial or funeral. 
• You have not been reimbursed by another 

government agency or some other source, such 
as the deceased veteran’s employer. 

• The veteran was discharged under conditions 
other than dishonorable. 

http://www.cem.va.gov/
mailto:public.inquiry@mail.va.gov
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• In addition, at least one of the following 
conditions must be met. The veteran: 
o Died because of a service-related disability. 
o Was receiving VA pension or compensation 

at the time of death. 
o Was entitled to receive VA pension or 

compensation, but decided not to reduce 
his/her military retirement or disability pay. 

o Died while hospitalized by VA, or while 
receiving care under VA contract at a non-
VA facility. 

o Died while traveling under proper 
authorization and at VA expense to or from 
a specified place for the purpose of 
examination, treatment, or care. 

o Had an original or reopened claim pending 
at the time of death and has been found 
entitled to compensation or pension from a 
date prior to the date of death. 

o Died on or after Oct. 9, 1996, while a patient 
at a VA– approved state nursing home. 

How Much Does VA Pay  

For a veteran’s service-related death: If the death 
was due to his or her service-connected disability, 
VA will pay up to $2,000 toward burial expenses 
occurring on or after Sept. 11, 2001. 

For a veteran’s non-service related death since Oct. 
1, 2011: If the death occurred while hospitalized by 
VA, it will pay up to $700 toward burial and funeral 
expenses. 

 

If a veteran’s death was not due to a service-
connected disability and the veteran was not 
hospitalized by VA, the veteran must meet at least 
one specific condition to receive up to $300 toward 
burial and funeral expenses and a $300 plot-
interment allowance.: 

Time requirements for filing a claim 

Applications for payments must be filed within two 
years after the burial. If the application is incomplete 
at the time it is originally submitted, VA is required to 
notify the applicant of the evidence necessary to 
complete the form. If such evidence is not received 
within a year from the date of notification, no 
allowance may be paid. 

(1) How to apply 

The applicant can apply by filling out VA Form 21-
530, Application for Burial Benefits and attach a copy 
of the veteran’s military discharge document (DD 214 
or equivalent), death certificate, funeral and burial 
bills. The applicant must prove the burial expenses 

have been paid. Downloaded the form at 
 www.va.gov/vaforms 

To obtain assistance in filing a claim, find an 
American Legion Department Service Officer 
at www.legion.org/serviceofficers or call 
 202-861-2700. 

Payment for transporting veteran remains to a 
VA national cemetery 

Service-related deaths: If the death is related to a 
veteran service-connected disability, and the veteran 
is buried in a VA national cemetery, some or all of the 
cost of transporting the deceased may be 
reimbursed. 

Non-Service Related Deaths: If the death was not 
related to a veteran’s service-connected disability 
and the veteran was hospitalized at a VA facility, or 
at a non-VA facility at VA expense, or under VA 
contracted nursing home care, some or all of the 
costs for transporting the veteran’s remains may be 
reimbursed. 

Presidential Memorial Certificates 

Presidential Memorial Certificates express the 
nation’s recognition of a veteran’s service. Certi-
ficates bearing the signature of the president are 
issued honoring deceased veterans with honorable 
discharges. Eligible recipients include next-of-kin 
and other loved ones. The award of a certificate to 
one eligible recipient does not preclude certificates to 
other eligible recipients. To establish honorable 
service, a copy of a document such as a discharge 
(form DD-214) must accompany requests for a 
certificate. A Presidential Memorial Certificate is 
issued when a headstone or grave marker is issued. 
If the certificate is lost, stolen or destroyed, a new 
one may be issued if requested in writing. VA 
regional offices can assist in applying for original or 
replacement certificates. 

Arlington National Cemetery 

http://www.va.gov/vaforms
http://www.legion.org/serviceofficers
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Arlington National Cemetery is under the jurisdiction 
of the Department of the Army. Eligibility for burials 
is more limited than at other national cemeteries. For 
information on Arlington burials, write to 
Superintendent, Arlington National Cemetery, 
Arlington, VA 22211, or call (877) 907-8585. Visit the 
website at arlingtoncemetery.mil. 

Military funeral honors 

As of Jan. 1, 2000, all eligible veterans, including 
military retirees, are entitled to military funeral 
honors. The funeral honors ceremony will 
include the folding and presentation of the U.S. 
flag and the playing of Taps. At least two 
uniformed military personnel, in addition to a 
bugler, if available, shall perform the ceremony. 
If a bugler is not available, a high-quality 
recording may be used. DoD has contracted for 
a ceremonial bugle that does not require a 
trained bugler. For information, visit  
www.ceremonialbugle.com. 

One of the uniformed military personnel will be from 
the deceased veteran’s parent military service and 
will present the flag to the next of kin. The military 
services may provide additional elements of honors 
and may use additional uniformed military personnel 
or other authorized providers, such as members of a 
veterans organization, to augment the funeral honors 
detail. 

The appropriate individual must request the funeral 
honors. DoD policy calls for funeral directors, rather 
than next-of-kin, to contact the military. This toll-free 
number, (877) 645-4667, has been set up for funeral 
directors. 

Arlington National Cemetery   

Arlington National Cemetery is under the jurisdiction 
of the Department of the Army. Eligibility for burials 
is more limited than at other national cemeteries. For 
information on Arlington burials, write to 
Superintendent, Arlington National Cemetery, 
Arlington, VA 22211, or call (877) 907-8585. Visit the 
website at arlingtoncemetery.mil. 

Fred Brock Post 828 Notifications  

During the COVID-19 crisis, several of our members 
passed away and we never received the information.  

I’m asking our members to inform their families and  
friends to notify us of members passing.  We want to 
pay due honors and support for the family.  We will 
provide (1) a proclamation/resolution honoring our 
fallen comrade; (2) a commemorative portfolio called 
“One Who Served” to help document the veterans life 
and military career; (3) flags for the wake and funeral; 
(4) notify our membership, about the passing of our 
member and information related to the wake and 
funeral services.     Please notify the following: 

(1) Commander Al Alford (ltcgealford@att.net) or 
text 210.215.9305 

(2) Adjutant Calvin Bateman 
(calvinbateman@aol.com) or text 
210.392.4002 

(3) Chaplain Pat Wimberly 
(patriciawimberly@sbcglobal.net) or 
210.861,2270 

(4) Any member of the Post Executive Committee 
(go to - fbpost828.net - for more numbers) 

 
(1 March 2021) Greetings Members of the Post 828 

American Legion Family:  While things have been 

tight for us financially since we closed in January, I 

am proud of the way the S.A.L. and Auxiliary have 

stepped up to the table to help pay our bills and keep 

our doors open.   

To the Legionnaires I would ask that you look at your 

situation and if possible make more of an effort to 

support our post during these trying times.  While 

conventional wisdom says that we will always have 

members who enjoy the hard labor and effort of 

others, to their benefit.  Which one will you be? 

As I have noted in the past, Fred Brock Post has 

been present and serving our community for over 74 

years. We are going through some of the most 

challenging times in our 74-year history.  Yet in this 

dire situation our membership showed strong 

cohesiveness and determination. The post 

leadership, members, and others contributed money 

and volunteerism to help us move forward.  This is 

why an American Legion post is not just a bar.   

Commander’s Corner 

http://arlingtoncemetery.mil/
http://www.ceremonialbugle.com/
http://arlingtoncemetery.mil/
mailto:ltcgealford@att.net
mailto:calvinbateman@aol.com
mailto:patriciawimberly@sbcglobal.net
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The American Legion provides life-changing 

assistance and guidance for veterans, military 

personnel, their families and communities in 

thousands of ways every day around the world. Help 

comes in the form of personal assistance, cash 

grants, donated goods, disaster relief, labor, 

networking, volunteerism and advocacy. This is why 

an American Legion post is not just a bar.   

Please keep these “take aways” in mind – this is 
the 2nd time I am running them just to emphasize 
their importance:  

• Sharing and collaborating: Though  not always 
readily apparent to the general membership – post  
leaders are regularly collaborating and sharing 
insight into how best to navigate the coronavirus 
crisis. 

• Setting priorities and sticking with them – Our 
first two priorities at the start: were getting enough 
money to pay the bills and keep the doors open.  
Then we looked for external sources of funds and 
brainstormed ways to solicit donations.  Next we 
looked for strategies that would allow us to reopen 
and pay our operating costs.  Finally, we thought 
outside the box and were able to leverage new, 
relaxing Texas code to open up as a restaurant. 

• Looking beyond the immediate circum-
stances – We are now looking to the future, trying 
to better determine what our next actions will be 
when COVID-19 restrictions are safely be lifted.  
Look to expand our hours, access to post Event 
Center, allowing meetings Legion, Auxiliary, and 
S.A.L, conducting American Legion programs, 
and providing enhanced services for our 
members. 

Please don’t forget the 6 challenges for us all this 
upcoming year. 

• Challenge 1: Leadership. 

• Challenge 2: Unity 

• Challenge 3: Participation   

• Challenge 4: Learn About Your Legion 

• Challenge 5: Do the Right Thing 

• Challenge 6: How Can I Help? -  

Regards:  

Al Alford  
Post Commander 

Listed below are the scheduled events for March 
2021 through April 2021:    

February 2021 

❖ Feb 1: National Freedom Day 

❖ Feb 2: Ground Hog Day 

❖ Feb 3: Four Chaplains Memorial Day 

❖ Feb 9-14:  Mid-Winter Conference Department  

                  of Texas Executive Committee 

❖ Feb 10: 20th District Meeting  

❖ Feb 14: Valentine’s Day 

❖ Feb 15: President’s Day 

❖ Feb 16: Mardi Gras Begins  

March 2021 

❖ Mar 6:  Post 828 ALR Meeting (10 am) 

❖ Mar 8:  Unit 828 Regular Meeting (6 pm) 

❖ Mar 9:  Post 828 - Executive Committee (6 pm) 

❖ Mar 15:  American Legion Birthday  

❖ Mar 16: Post 828 - Regular Meeting (7 pm) 

❖ Mar 25: Medal of Honor Day  

❖ Mar 25: SQ 828 SAL - Regular Meeting  

❖ Mar 29: Vietnam War Veterans Day  

April 2021 

❖ Apr 1:  April Fool’s Day  
❖ Apr 2: Post 828 Reopening 
❖ Apr 2:  Good Friday 
❖ Apr 3:  Post 828 ALR Meeting (10 am)  
❖ Apr 4:  Easter   
❖ Apr 5: BBQ Monday w/ DJ Boss Man (4 pm)  
❖ Apr 9: Fried Fish Dinners 
❖ Apr 9:  April Birthday Celebration (8 pm) 
❖ Apr 10: 20th District Spring Convention  

         Location: Post 539 (St Hedwig TX)   
         Time: 0800 (Continental Breakfast)  
                        0900 (Convention)  

❖ Apr 10: Fried Chicken Wings (4 pm) 
❖ Apr 12:  Unit 828 Regular Meeting (6 pm) 
❖ Apr 12:  BBQ Monday w/ DJ Boss Man  
❖ Apr 13: Post 828 - Executive Committee (6 pm)  
❖ Apr 14:  Air Force Reserve Birthday  
❖ Apr 15:  Income Tax Day    
❖ Apr 19:  BBQ Monday w/ DJ Boss Man  
❖ Apr 20:  Post 828 - Regular Post Mtg (7 pm) 
❖ Apr 20:  Post 828 – Nomination of Officers 

Post 828 Schedule of Events  
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❖ Apr 22:  Earth Day   
❖ Apr 23:  Army Reserve Birthday 
❖ Apr 26:  BBQ Monday w/ DJ Boss Man  
❖ Apr 28:  SQ 828 SAL - Regular Meeting  

 
 

 
AMERICAN LEGION 

Commander – Garnel E. “Al” Alford 
1st Vice Commander – John Rogers 
2nd Vice Commander – Glenn Robinson 
Adjutant – Calvin Bateman 
Finance Officer – Jerry Farmer 
Chaplain – Patricia Wimberly 
Judge Advocate – Burrell Parmer 
Historian – Randal Glover  
Service Officer – Willie Watson 
Sergeant-At-Arms – Fernando Rover 

Executive Committee: 
Placement 1 – Tom Hadley 

Placement 2 – Ricardo Allen 

Board of Trustees: 
6th Year - Keith Toney 
5th Year – John Quarrels 
4th Year - Charlie V. Landy (Chair) 
3rd Year – Calvin Young 
2nd Year – Robert Allen 
1st Year – James Pearson 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

President – Delores DeVaul 
1st Vice President – Vacant 
2nd Vice President – Reba Bennett 
Recording Secretary – Annie Ross-Hinton 
Financial Secretary – Lois Oliver 
Treasurer – Pamela Flint-Money 
Chaplain – Gloria Harper 
Historian – Joyce Williams  
Sergeant-At-Arms – Angela Mays 
Ladies-At-Large 
Vacant)       Cora Clay 
Jean Lampkin 

 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION  

Commander - Thomas Tyler  
1st Vice Commander – Willie Watkins   
2nd Vice Commander – Leonard Fuller 
Adjutant – Richard Glover 
Treasury – Frank Jones 
Historian – Ed Glover  
Chaplain – Eddie Douglas 
Sergeant-At-Arms – James McCoy 
Squadron Advisor – Jerome Harris 

 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS  

Director - Thomas Tyler 
Asst Director – Willie Watkins   
Secretary – Sarah Kemper 
Road Captain – Effrain Rocha 
Treasurer – Frank Jones 
Sergeant-At-Arms – Tom Hadley 
Safety Officer – Tom Hadley 

 

FRED BROCK POST #828 

OFFICER ELECTIONS

Election Rules:

✓ Only those members who have paid their dues for 

the current year are allowed to vote

✓ You must have your membership card with you or 

the Adjutant can verify on current roster

✓ If you are not current, you may pay dues at the 

polls and will be allowed to vote

✓ Names of winners will be announced at the Post 

Meeting as soon as the count of votes is 

completed

✓ Ballots contain the names of all candidates 

nominated at the April 2021 General Meeting

✓ No write-in candidates will be allowed for any 

office.

✓ Ballots containing write-in candidates of any kind 

will be disregarded and not counted as part of 

the election

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 

(Mtg – 7 pm)

NOMINATION OF OFFICERS

Polls Open:  3:00 PM

Polls Close:  7:15 PM

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

(Mtg – 7 pm)

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Post Leadership 

Post Election 
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Fred Brock Post 828 has established a Veteran’s 
Memorial to honor veterans and their service to the 

country.  Veterans and their family can honor the 
service of the brave men and women who have 
selflessly served our country and risked their lives to 
protect our freedoms.   America’s Veterans have 
done everything asked of them in their mission to 
serve our country.  Honor them or yourself with a 
name plaque on the Fred Brock Post 828 Veterans 
Memorial wall.  The cost is only $50 

Information Needed: Contact Ron Adams, Otto 
Usher, Jerry Farmer, or any Executive Committee 
officer for more information or to get a copy of the 
brochure containing application information  

• DD 214 

• Certificate of Service (National Guard) 

• Certificate of burial at National Cemetery 
(e.g., Ft Sam Houston Cemetery) 

• Example on Name Plate: 

 Line 1: Rex E. King 

 Line 2: MSgt, USAF, (RET) 

 Line 3: 1970 - 2001 

Make Checks Payable to:   

Fred Brock Post 828 
 3415 Martin Luther King  
 San Antonio TX 78220 
 (210) 223-0636 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

JANICE FLOWERS              On the 1st
MORRIS JEFFERSON         On the 1st

WILLIE ROLERSON            On the 2nd

CLARENCE H. WILLIAMS On the 2nd

JAMES PEARSON              On the 5th

WAUNEEN JOINER           On the 6th
PATRICIA REED                  On the 6th

DeIVORY HALL                  On the 7th
THELMA HARRIS              On the 8th

DELEILA BONDS               On the 8th

J. L. BRYANT                      On the 9th

RONALD ADAMS              On the 9th

CHESTER BURSE               On The 9th
NICOLE ALFORD               On the 10th
WILLIE WALLACE              On the 10th
JAMES W. HARRIS            On the 13th

BARRY ANDREWS           On the 14th
JAMESETTA GRANT         On the 14th

ROSIE N. SMITH               On the 18th

WILLIE LEE                         On the 19th
CLIFTON WALLACE           On the 19th
JOSEPH L. JOHNSON       On the 21st

ROBERT RICE                     On the 22nd
DEREK THOMAS               On the 22nd

ELIZABETH APPLIN           On the 24th
LAWRENCE PHILLIPS        On the 24th

EVA McINTOSH On the 27th

EDWARD E. MARTIN        On the 30th

NICK GAVIN                        On the 30th
SMILEY WILLIAMS             On the 30th

Veterans Wall of Honor  

Building Fund  

Monthly Birthdays 

JANICE FLOWERS              On the 1st
MORRIS JEFFERSON         On the 1st

WILLIE ROLERSON            On the 2nd

CLARENCE H. WILLIAMS On the 2nd

JAMES PEARSON              On the 5th

WAUNEEN JOINER           On the 6th
PATRICIA REED                  On the 6th

DeIVORY HALL                  On the 7th
THELMA HARRIS              On the 8th

DELEILA BONDS               On the 8th

J. L. BRYANT                      On the 9th

RONALD ADAMS              On the 9th

CHESTER BURSE               On The 9th
NICOLE ALFORD               On the 10th
WILLIE WALLACE              On the 10th
JAMES W. HARRIS            On the 13th

BARRY ANDREWS           On the 14th
JAMESETTA GRANT         On the 14th

ROSIE N. SMITH               On the 18th

WILLIE LEE                         On the 19th
CLIFTON WALLACE           On the 19th
JOSEPH L. JOHNSON       On the 21st

ROBERT RICE                     On the 22nd
DEREK THOMAS               On the 22nd

ELIZABETH APPLIN           On the 24th
LAWRENCE PHILLIPS        On the 24th

EVA McINTOSH On the 27th

EDWARD E. MARTIN        On the 30th

NICK GAVIN                        On the 30th
SMILEY WILLIAMS             On the 30th
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On behalf of the Military Mentoring Advisory Council 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Texas, I would 
like to bring to your attention to a new initiative the 
organization has launched: Operation: Big Mentor. 
This mission is a volunteer recruitment effort with a 
goal to recruit 100 military volunteers to serve as 
mentors over 100 Days of Summer.  See Judge 
Advocate Burrell Parmer for more information 
(majparmer@gmail.com) 

https://www.bigmentor.org/operation-big-
mentor/ #BigMentor 

  

Member Spotlight 

https://www.bigmentor.org/operation-big-mentor/
https://www.bigmentor.org/operation-big-mentor/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/bigmentor?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG
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